Sandra and Coleman Blake

T37Traveler, Hull #328

Berthed at Hartge Yacht Yard

Galesville, MD (on the Chesapeake Bay)
Chainplate Bolt Assemblies

The 1st photograph shows where an existing chainplate knee has been entirely cut away from the hull.  The old knee was used to make a mold for a new, solid fiberglass knee which that was glassed in place. The chain plate will be reinstalled in its original orientation and secured by through bolts having their heads on exterior of the hull. The expert consensus is that the new construction is strong enough that external backing plates are unnecessary (and would detract from the appearance).
All other photographs show the original 1983 chain plate hold down assemblies after removal from inside the knee.  The “port aft” pictures are the chain plate that is located inside the amidships locker in the main salon. The chain plate from the hanging locker is forward-most on the starboard side. This one had more damage and the most evidence of leakage on the interior of the boat.
Chainplate Internals

These four photographs are of the wet, delaminated plywood backing that was used inside the chainplate knees. Much of it was soft; I could pick it apart in places with my fingernail.
New Knees

These two photos show the new solid fiber glass chainplate knees glassed in place. The chainplates will be attached in their previous configuration and through bolted from the outside. 

Dickinson Chesapeake Heater Installation

Cabin heater installed on starboard bulkhead between main cabin and hanging locker.  The stainless steel sheet both reflects heat into the cabin and deflects heat from the wooden bulkhead behind it. There is a generous stainless steel drip tray beneath it. When lit, the flame is visible through a small window in the door. Dickinson no longer makes the Chesapeake model. So far it has worked flawlessly. Routine maintenance and cleaning is a must!

